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Senate 
The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Honorable JEFF 
MERKLEY, a Senator from the State of 
Oregon. 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
Almighty God, whose word has 

taught us to pray without ceasing, 
guide us to pray according to Your 
will. May our Senators pray not only 
in challenging times, or to ask for spe-
cial blessings, but because they love 
You and desire to do Your will. Remind 
them that our Nation was born in the 
spirit of prayer and that the interces-
sion of righteous people has helped 
America survive and prosper. Use their 
vibrant prayer life to make them kind 
but firm, compassionate but resolute, 
loyal but independent. May Your grace 
be sufficient for all their needs. 

We pray in Your loving Name. Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Honorable JEFF MERKLEY led the 
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. INOUYE). 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 

Washington, DC, March 8, 2011. 
To the Senate: 

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable JEFF MERKLEY, a Sen-

ator from the State of Oregon, to perform 
the duties of the Chair. 

DANIEL K. INOUYE, 
President pro tempore. 

Mr. MERKLEY thereupon assumed 
the chair as Acting President pro tem-
pore. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate will be in a period of morning 
business for 2 hours, with Senators per-
mitted to speak therein for up to 10 
minutes each, with the time divided or 
controlled between the two leaders or 
their designees, with the minority con-
trolling the first hour and the majority 
controlling the next hour, with 30 min-
utes under the control of the Senator 
from Massachusetts. 

The Senator from Wyoming is recog-
nized. 

f 

GASOLINE PRICES 

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I 
come to the floor of the Senate to dis-
cuss an issue that is critically facing 
the American people: It is the price of 
gasoline at the pump. It is something 
that, in my opinion, will impact our 
economy, impact the economic recov-
ery we are all hoping will continue in 
this country. But with every penny the 
cost of gasoline goes up, it has been es-
timated it takes about a billion dollars 
away from the amount of money that 
can be spent on other things in this 
country and to growing the economy. 

We are at a point where the Amer-
ican people, who have to balance their 
budgets every year—and States have to 
do it, of course. Washington doesn’t do 
that, but the American people do. They 

have to focus on their pocketbooks. 
When they are going to fill up with gas 
at the pump and are noticing that they 
are approaching a point where it is 
going to be $100 to get a fill-up, they 
worry about the impact on the quality 
of their life, their ability to put food on 
the table for their children, and cloth-
ing on their children, and even have 
the money to get back and forth to 
work—those fortunate enough to have 
jobs. 

One can say: Well, is it really a prob-
lem? I believe it is. I filled up yester-
day morning in Casper. A young man 
in front of me at the filling station was 
filling up his pickup truck. He was 
watching the numbers go up and up. I 
filled up a week ago in Wyoming as 
well. We use a lot of gasoline in Wyo-
ming. We travel long distances. I was 
filling up in the evening. I put my cred-
it card in, and it stopped at $75 because 
apparently they have to reset these 
pumps. One would think that with $75 
one would have enough money to fill 
up. But not as these gas prices con-
tinue to rise. 

My concern is that so much of this 
money is being sent overseas to people 
who are trying to blow us up. We have 
an opportunity to be much more secure 
in our energy resources by developing 
our energy resources at home. It just 
seems that this administration’s poli-
cies are making it that much harder. 

One may say: How high can gasoline 
prices go? With the unrest in the Mid-
dle East, a front-page story a few days 
ago in USA TODAY said: ‘‘If unrest 
spreads, gas may hit $5 a gallon’’—$5 a 
gallon by summer. 

We need to do some things in this 
country that this administration has 
continued to block. We need to find 
more of our own energy, be reliant 
more on ourselves and less on foreign 
sources of energy. That means doing 
three things: exploring offshore, ex-
ploring on Federal land, and exploring 
in Alaska. We know there are huge re-
serves of oil, of energy in those loca-
tions. Yet day by day those efforts are 
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